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In 2003, SEIMAS (the Parliament) of the Republic of Lithuania revised its legislation on Education in the Republic, the provisions of which conform to the main objectives of the Lisbon strategy in the field of education. The legislation positions the learner as a consumer of educational services. Every person is guaranteed a general education as well as a first-level qualification and the opportunity to acquire additional qualifications. The legislation guarantees to provide everyone with life-long learning (LLL) opportunities in an education system that is flexible, coherent and transparent, delivered in a variety of modes and institutions.
On 4 July, 2003, SEIMAS published its blueprint for the reform of education provision in Lithuania, The Provisions of the National Education Strategy 2003-2012. The provisions aim at creating a framework for the development of a LLL programme, i.e. a continuous process of education provision, ensuring that such provision is available for all.
In January 2005, the Lithuanian Government approved “The National Programme for the Implementation of the Provisions of the National Education Strategy 2003-2012“ (the Programme). The Programme outlines the strategic objectives of Lithuania’s process of education reform as well as the means and resources for its implementation by 2008. The framework of the Lisbon agreement is also included.

The Programme includes a number of statistical projections based on current participation rtes in Lithuanian HE and which correspond with European Union indicators, as follows:
	Indicator
	European Union
	Lithuania

	
	present situation
	2010
	present situation
	2007
	2012

	The percentage of population aged 18-24 with basic or lower education, presently not attending any institution 
	15.9 %

(2004)
	10%
	9.5%

(2004)
	12%


	9%

	The percentage of women with higher education in mathematics, natural sciences or technologies aged 20-29
	6.8%

(2001)
	-
	10.6%

(2001)
	12%
	13.5%

	The percentage of population aged 22 with secondary education

	78.7%

(2002)
	85%
	79.3%

(2003)
	85%
	90%

	The percentage of pupils achieving up to I level according to research by the International Pupils Assessment Programme of the Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development 
	17.2%

(2002)
	20%
	-
	25%
	20%

	The percentage of population aged 25-64 at least 4 weeks into their study programmes (at the level of life-long learning) 
	9.4%

(2004)
	12.5%
	6.5%

(2004)
	8.5%
	15%


In August, 2004, the Government of the Republic of Lithuania approved the Single Programming Document 2004-2006 according to which the following activities will be supported with funding:
· LLL infrastructure development with an emphasis on reducing regional differences and increasing service provision
· development of LLL modes of delivery including the use of online delivery formats 
· adjustments to the delivery of LLL programmes to accommodate the needs of disabled students. 

In March 2004, the Ministers of Education & Science and Social Security & Labour approved the LLL strategy. One of the objectives proposed in the strategy is to develop greater integration between the provision of general education, special education, vocational training and higher education to make the entire education system more coherent and effective. Higher Education institutions (HEIs) play an important role in Continuing Education (CE) and training. Many students attend evening courses and participate in distance-learning programmes or non-formal courses organised by HEIs and the development of a knowledge-based society will increase the demand for CE in institutions. Throughout, the document states that LLL will be a major development in Lithuania.

Hitherto, university-based CE provision has not offered a coherent pathway to individuals wishing to retrain, upgrade their qualifications or undertake further studies to support their professional development. It might also in future provide a coherent pathway to gain a degree, if the student has been undertaking a school-based programme of higher or advanced vocational education. 
Universities also offer non-accredited CE programmes in which specialist tutors are invited to prepare and deliver traditional courses, seminars and one-to-one classes as well as non-traditional formats.

University-based CE does not adhere to any one organisation model. Some universities have established centres for continuing education through their central administration whereas others have faculty-based provision.
The quality of the academic provision is assured through the regulation of programme structure and content, external audit and through the process of accreditation. The external organisation responsible for the evaluation of HE programmes of study is the Lithuanian Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher Education. 

Universities have internal systems for assuring the quality of their study programmes and for analytical purposes: programmes of study and individual modules are reviewed annually. These processes are undertaken according to the procedures set out in individual universities’ internal documentation which follow government guidance. 
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