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An overview of University Lifelong Learning (ULLL) in Poland
The quality of the Continuing Education system in Poland has recently become a basic issue in the process of shaping of educational policies. According to the Labor Force Survey- about 5% of people aged 25-64 took part in Continuing Education in 2005. A large part of population aged 18-25 constitutes part of the group that requires further education (about 20% of them are unemployed).

Incidentally, the interested parties in Poland have still not agreed on one clear definition of Continuing Education. The most comprehensive definition can be found in the “Strategy for Continuing Education Development by the year 2010”, which was passed by the government on July 8, 2003. The Strategy describes all forms of education i.e. formal, non-formal and informal. “Strategy for Lifelong Learning” also adopts a holistic approach, taking into consideration all the circumstances of the learning process except for compulsory schooling. This wide definition of Continuing Education presents a great challenge for educational policies, especially regarding quality standards. 
In Poland, there is an urgent need for amending the law regarding the education system, so that it encompasses all aspects of education and training. At present because there are numerous regulations, acts and decrees, dedicated to education and Continuing Education, this does not facilitate the creation of a coherent system based on standard solutions, nor serve to increase the effectiveness and quality of Continuing Education.
The recognition of the qualifications obtained during the Continuing Education process and assessment of its effectiveness, also for the labour market, demands a shift in approach from one based on conditions and forms of education to one geared to results – see the effects of learning in formal as well as informal and non-formal ways (Thematic Review on Adult Learning –TRAL. Poland Country Note, OECD, OCDE, MIPS, Warsaw 2006). That is why measures have been undertaken in Poland in order to prepare a “National Qualifications Framework” and create the “National System of Qualifications”.  Such a system could be used for standardization of results of the learning process and introduction of open, transparent rules and mechanisms of evaluation and confirmation of those results. 
At a higher educational level, the Minister formed a working group for developing the National Qualifications Structure - a system allowing the recognition of acquired qualifications, their national and international comparison and assessment. The Minister of Education and Sports issued a regulation on accreditation of extra-school Continuing Education centres (Dz. U. N. 227 pt. 2247). The ministers are responsible for creating sector programmes for the purpose of improving qualifications and adjusting them to the needs of the labour market.

The “Report on the Continuing Education in Poland in 2005” shows the need to undertake many actions in the field of national policy for Continuing Education. This report assesses positively and highlights the current validity of basic rules described in the “Strategy for Continuing Education Development by the year 2010,” as well as in the “Strategy for Education Development”.

Arrangements for quality assuring ULLL provision 

The quality of education offered by various educational institutions plays an important role in developing the culture of lifelong learning, which in turn, is a necessary condition for socio-economic development of our country. The quality of education may be considered and evaluated in terms of cost and allocation-effectiveness and efficiency. (Uwagi na temat kształcenia ustawicznego – wybrane problemy. MEN Dep. Kształcenia Zawodowego i Ustawicznego. Opr. E. Majchrowicz 31.10.2006, maszynopis powielony.)

Until now there has been no central quality assurance system for Continuing Education in Poland. Moreover, there is no reliable information about the relation between supply and demand for adult learning services, especially those offered by the informal education system.

There have been many initiatives in the institutionalized system aimed at improvement of the quality and efficiency of Continuing Education. Apart from these previous initiatives to improve quality, some measures have been taken to popularize the accreditation system of extra-school Continuing Education institutions. The team working on the “Report on the Continuing Education in Poland in 2005” put forward a proposition to establish the “Educational Quality Award”. Additional actions have been taken to implement a formal system of acknowledging newly acquired qualifications at the external examination centres. 
According to the authors of the Report, monitoring and oversight of Continuing Education should be put in place on a permanent basis, and the “annual balance” should take the form of an annual report. 
The quality systems introduced in the Continuing Education centres are based on the Common Quality Assurance Framework in Education and Vocational Training (CQAF). The “National Qualifications Framework” has been designed and is to conform to the European Qualifications Framework (EQF). There have been initiatives at Continuing Education centres to create personal “portfolio” documents comprising the European Education Passport: Europass CV, Europass Mobility, Europass Diploma Supplement, Europass Certificate Supplement, as well as Europass Language Passport.

Further actions have been taken to create a system of authorized institutions responsible for recognition of vocational qualifications. Their tasks will include conforming the National Vocational Qualifications Standards to the process of establishing curricula and exam standards, as well as to the procedures for recognizing the qualifications acquired during informal and non-formal education.

In order to improve the quality of education the material and programmatic base of Continuing Education is being revised, especially curricula, books and other didactic materials including those based on modern information technology. Whilst building a system for Continuing Education quality, considerable attention is given to long-distance learning and to module-based education systems where the material is accessed via the Internet. 
Comment on the effectiveness of the arrangement
In summary, there have been many legislative, programme and organizational actions taken in Poland in order to improve both the quality of Continuing Education and its role in the socio-economic development of the country. 
Continuing Education should be integrated with the traditional education system, and allowed to alternate freely between one form of education and another, but only if an efficient quality assessment system has been created and the qualifications acquired in non-formal education have been recognized.
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